Restenosis related to percutaneous coronary intervention has been solved?
Percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) has become the most important revascularization method in the treatment of coronary artery disease. The major problem in PCI has been renarrowing of the dilated vessel after the procedure (restenosis). The best results in the prevention of restenosis have been obtained by covering the stent with drugs that inhibit cellular growth, thus limiting excessive scar formation inside of the stent. With drug-eluting stents, restenosis has been reduced to one-tenth compared with balloon angioplasty and to one-fourth compared to bare metal stents. Due to drug-eluting stents, PCI is an alternative to bypass surgery. However, restenosis will remain a challenge due to the increased number of procedures and more difficult disease treated with PCI.